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Colonel Charles Halt's memo on official American Air Force notepaper was headed
“ Unexplsined Lights™, dated 13 January 1981, and sent to the RAF It sald

1.  Early in the moming of 27 Dec §0 (spproximately 0300 L), two USAF sacurity police
patroimen saw unusual lights outside the back gate at RAF Woodbridge Thinking an arrcraft
might have crashed or been forced down_ they called 'or parmission 10 QO outside the gate o
investigate. The on-duty tlight chiel responded and aliowed three patroimen 10 proceed on foot
The individuals reported seeing a sirange glowing object in the forest. The obyect was described
as being metalic in appearance an@ trianguiar in shape, approximately two 10 three meters
across the base and approximately two meters high I iuminated the entire forest with a white
1:gh1 The object itasif had a puising red hight on top and a bank(s) of biye hghts underneath The
object was hovering or on legs. As the patrolmen approached the ctiyect, it maneuversd through
the treas and disappeared Al this fime the animails on a nearby tarm went intc a frenzy The
object was briefly sighted approximately an hour later near the Dack gale

2. The next day, three depressions ! deep and 77 in diameter were lound whers the object
had been sighted on the ground. The following might (29 Dec B0) the area was checked for
radiation. Beta/gamma readings of 0.1 midliroentgens were recorded with peak readings in the
three depressions and near the center of the triangie formed by the depress«ong. A neardy tnee
had moderate ( 05 07) readings r,!;the side of the tree toward 1he depress.ons

3 Later in the night & red sun-liké light was seen (hrough the trees. it moved about and pulsed 5
At one point it appeared 10 throw A glowing particles and then broke into frve separate white
objects and then disappeared. Immediately therealfter, three star-like objects wore noticed in the
sky, twoO objects 10 the north and Lr to the south, all of which were about 10 degrees olf the

horizon. The objects moved rapidifin sharp, angular movements and displayed red, green and i
biue lights. The objects to the north appeared 1o be elliptical through an 8-12 power lens. They

then turned 10 full circles. The obidcts 10 the north remained in the sky 1or an hour or more. The
object 10 the south was visible 1o two or three hours and beamed down a stresam of hight from

time 10 timg. Numaerous Individuaig, including the unders.gned. witnessad the activities in

paragraphs 2and 3
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cameraman was convinced

l{ report was shown the
following morning on Break
fast Time, much to the dismay
of UFO spotters and the News
of the World reporter.

The lighthouse theory soon
had its supporters and its
detractors ut there were
still too many open questions
for the case to considered
solved. For instance, what
about those landing marks”

Some weeks later | returned
to Rendlesham Forest in
search of answers The land
ing marks had long since been
destroyed when the (rees
were felled, but 1 now knew
an eyewiitness who had wseen
them: Vince Thurkettle. He
recalled for me his disap
poiniment with what he saw

The three depressions were
irregular in shape and did not
even form @ symmetrical
triangle. He recognised Lthem
as rabbil diggings, several
months old and covered with
8 layer of fallen pine needles
They l‘{w in an area sur
rounded 375!‘1 tall pine Lrees
planted 100 w 150 apart
scarcely the place to land a
20N wide spacecrafl

The “burn marks” on the
trees were axe culs in the
bark, made by the foresters

themselves as a sign that the
trecs were ready Lo be felled
| saw numerous examples in
which the pine resin, bub-
bling into lﬁe cul, gives the
impression of a burn

Additional information
came (rom other eyewilnes
ses — Lhe local police, called
to the scene by the Wood-
bridge air base. The police
oflicers who visited the sile
reported that they could see
no UFO, only the Orford Ness
lighthouse. Like Vince Thur-
kettle, they attributed the
landing marks (o animals
The case for » landed space
ship was looking very shaky
indeed

What had made the alrmen
think that something had
crashed into the forest in the
first place” | already knew
from previous UFO cases that
8 brilliant meteor, & pilece of
natursl debris from space
burning up in the aimos
phere, could give such an
impression. Bul | was unable
o find records of such a
meteor on the morning of
December 27

Here the police sccount
provided a vital lead by show
ing that Col Halt's memao,
wrillen two wecks afler the

evapl, had got the date of the
siggting wrong It occurred on
Dedember 26, not December

i
\Jllh this correcied date, |
telephoned Dr John Mason,
whe collects reports of such
sightings for the British
Asgronomical Associstion He
told me that shortly before 2
ambn December 26 an excep
tionally brilliant meteor
almpst as bright as the full
mo@n, had been seen over
southern England. Dr Mason
cormffirmed limt this meleor
wodld have been visible to
the airmen at Woodbridge as
thopgh something were
craphing nto the foresl
nearby. The time of the sight
ing matched that given in Col
Halt's memo

Finally, | turned to the
question of the radistion
resdings. 1 learned that read
ings like those given in Col
Halt's memo would be
cxpected from nalural
sources of radiation auch as
cosmic ra and the earth
iaell. In short, there was no
unusual radiation at the site

As lor the star-like objecis
in the MNnal paragraph of Col
Halt's memo, they were prob
ably just that stars. Hright
celestisl objects are the man

culprits In UFO sightings, and
have fooled many expern
enced observers, Includin
n:!ou The object seen Co

alt o the south was aimost
ceriainly Sirius, the brightest
star in the sky

If it seems our?rilln‘ that »
colonel in the US Air Force
should identify a star as a
UFO, consider the alterna
tives. Is it likely that a bright,
fNashing UFO should hover
over southern England for
three hours without being
spotled by anyone other than
& group of exciled alrmen?
And If Col Halt really
believed that an alien cra
had invaded his air space
why did he not scramble
fMightlers Lo investigate?

UFO hunters will continue

o believe that an alien
spacecraft landed in
Hendlesham Forest that

night. But | know that the frst
sighting coincided with the
burn-up in the stmosphere of
an exceptionall bright
meteor, and that alrmen
who saw the MNashing UFO
hetween the pine lrees were
looking straight at the Orford
Ness lighthouse. The rest of
the case is a product of human
imagination
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